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POLICY FOR DISCIPLINES AND POLICY FOR SCIENCE

Gong Xu
( National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100083)

Abstract

Policy for disciplines is an important part of science policy. It also plays an important role in the devel-

opment of science for many countries. The paper starts with an analysis at the basic functions of scientific disci-

plines and the relationship between the policy for disciplines and for science. It examines how the socio-economic

elements influence national policy for disciplines, followed by a comparative study on different types of the policy

for disciplines in developed countries. It especially points out the unique advantage of national research funding a-

gencies in the implementation of policy for disciplines, which reveals lessons for our country to science develop-

ment.
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